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STEPHEN G. PADDOCK. 



STEPHEN 6. PADDOCK, PRINCETON PIONEER 

1828-1921 

Stephen G. Paddock, pioneer settler of Princeton and 
one of the founders of the Princeton Township High School, 
died Friday morning, January 21, 1921, at the home of his 
daughter, Mrs. H. M. McKee, 609 East Peru Street, Prince- 
ton, Illinois, at the age of 93 years. He had been in declining 
health for a number of years. His end was hastened by an 
accident which happened about two weeks ago, in which he 
sustained a broken hip. 

Mr. Paddock was closely identified with the early history 
and development of Bureau County. He served for twenty 
years as county clerk, he was a charter member of the Prince- 
ton Fire Department, and helped to organize the Bureau 
County Fair Association, as well as many other enterprises 
of a public nature. 

The funeral was held on Monday afternoon, January 24, 
and was attended by many of the friends he had gathered 
about him in his long and useful lifetime. Simple services 
were conducted at 2 o'clock at the home by the Rev. Henry 
James Lee, pastor of the First Congregational church, and 
the interment was in Oakland cemetery. 

Mr. Lee gave a very interesting biography of the departed 
and paid a splendid tribute to those sterling gifts and virtues 
which were used so freely by Mr. Paddock in the service of 
the community. 

The story of Mr. Paddock's life from the time he came 
into the world on April 22, 1828, back in the state of New 
York, until he quietly breathed his last in the city of Prince- 
ton, which he greatly loved, is well told by Mrs. Darlene 
Stevens Reeve, of Chicago, a life-long friend of the family, 
in the following tribute to his memory: 
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IN MEMORIAM. 
By DabiiEne Stevens Eeeve. 

With the death of Stephen Gorham Paddock, there 
passes the last of that remarkable group of men who came as 
pioneer immigrants to Princeton from the east, to hew out 
for themselves a home on the western frontier and to trans- 
form its trackless prairies into a garden of culture and beauty. 

Mr. Paddock was bom in Hudson, New York, April 22, 
1828. He was the son of George Hussey and Maria BoUes 
Paddock and was one of a family of six sons and one 
daughter, all of whom were well known in Bureau County 
with the exception of Richard BoUes Paddock, who was lost 
at sea. Dr. S. A. Paddock was a well beloved physician of 
Princeton, who became at the outbreak of the Civil War 
Lieutenant Colonel of the Ninth Illinois Cavalry and died 
early in 1862. George L. Paddock was a leading member 
of the Chicago bar. Henry G. Paddock was for years county 
surveyor of Bureau County. Charles B. Paddock also gave 
his life for his country in a South Carolina prison in 1863, 
Sarah Elizabeth Paddock lived a long lifetime in Princeton 
and died here in 1917. 

In infancy Stephen G. Paddock was taken to Augusta, 
Georgia, where his father was engaged in business but at the 
age of eight years he was sent back to New York to attend 
school. He continued in schools for nine years, finishing 
in the commercial department of the old New York University 
in Washington Square. 

In 1846 his father acquired land in Illinois and moved 
his family thither by boat and wagon from New York, ar- 
riving in Princeton December 1, 1846. In referring to this 
venture Mr. Paddock often described himself as **a youngster 
of eighteen fresh from the pavements of New York taking 
charge of a prairie farm.'* 

At the end of a year he went back to New York, where 
he went into business and remained until 1853, when his 
father died in Illinois and he returned to the west to assist 
in settling the estate. He then decided to establish himself 
permanently in Bureau County. 
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On November 6, 1855, he was married to Margaret 
Seaman, daughter of James Valentine and Maria Wright 
Seaman, of New York. Her grandfather. Dr. Seaman, was 
the first physician to introduce smallpox vaccine into this 
country and he made the initial experiment successfully on 
his son, James Valentine Seaman. 

Stephen G. Paddock brought his bride to Princeton and 
they began their married life on his land located south of 
town on what has been since known as the Gilchrist farm. 

In 1854 he was elected sheriff of Bureau County. This 
put an end to his pursuit of agriculture. His fine penmanship 
a very important accomplishment before the day of the type- 
writer, his gift as an expert accountant, his accuracy and 
powers of concentration, his rigid attention to detail, all 
combined to render him too valuable an official in public life 
to be spared for any length of time from the service of the 
county and state. 

In 1857 he was elected to the office of county clerk, which 
he held for ten years. In 1867 he was clerk of the Illinois 
House of Kepresentatives. In 1868 he became secretary of 
the Princeton Manufacturing Company, which position he 
held for ten years. In 1877, he was re-elected county clerk 
and again in 1882. For four years he was chairman of the 
Board of Supervisors. He took an active part in the estab- 
lishment of the Township High School and was on the Board 
of Education most of the time as secretary for twenty-one 
years, and his picture may be seen today in the Educational 
Department of the Field Museum in Chicago, among those 
men who freely gave of their time and thought to establish a 
better citizenship for the state of Illinois through the edu- 
cation of its children. 

He sent out the first call for the organization of the 
Agricultural Society, was elected its first secretary and after- 
ward its treasurer, in both of which offices he served many 
years. 

In politics, Mr. Paddock was by descent a Whig and cast 
his first vote for General Scott in 1852. His first real interest 
in political questions dated from the time of the discussion 
of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, which aroused his attention and 
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he became one of the active workers and leading members 
of the Republican party of the county. 

His is the record of an industrious and full life with more 
than the average proportion of time given as a free gift to 
the service of his fellow men. For years he was a member 
of the Congregational church choir under its capable leader 
and organist, Mrs. Newell. For years he was president and 
leading spirit of the Literary Society which held monthly 
meetings at the Congregational church and at which many 
valuable papers were presented. He was chief organizer of 
the Book Club, which preceded the Matson Library, as pur- 
veyor of books to the public. Mr. Paddock himself possessed 
one of the few private libraries of early days in Princeton. 

In the winter of 1860, a serious fire in the home of Milton 
T. Peters emphasized the need of organized fire protection, 
and Mr. Paddock and his brother-in-law, Wright Seaman, 
both of whom had been members of the Amity Fire Company 
in New York, suggested a Volunteer Fire Department. This 
was formed under the name of the Wright Seaman Fire 
Company, which name was after changed to the Princeton 
Fire Department. 

Mr. Paddock was a charter member and the first secre- 
tary of Princeton Lodge No. 587, A. F. and A. M., and was 
the oldest living member. 

Both Mr. Paddock and his wife brought rare gifts of 
personal quality and culture from the training of their New 
York life to the primitive and perforce often rude surround- 
ings of a little new western village. Both were possessed of 
tact to no ordinary degree which, when combined with hand- 
some presence and gracious temperament, made them easily 
the leaders of the new society in which they found them- 
selves, and no one ever entertained with a more easy and 
generous hospitality. The birthday parties and the anni- 
versary parties in the Paddock home were looked forward to 
from year to year by both young and old in Princeton. 

In more recent years, when the need of a public audi- 
torium for the holding of public gatherings and entertain- 
ments became pressing, Mr. Paddock took an active part in 
the organization of a company, which resulted in the building 
of Apollo Hall and served as secretary for many years. 
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In 1880 Mr. Paddock suffered a severe paralytic seizure 
which incapacitated him for a year but from which he com- 
pletely recovered save for a slight droop of one eyelid. He 
outlived all of his family with the exception of his daughter, 
Margaret Seaman Paddock, wife of Dr. H. M. McKee, who, 
together with five grandchildren, survives him. 

The later years were saddened by the deaths o£ his two 
sons. The elder, James Valentine Seaman Paddock, was a 
graduate of West Point and a Lieutenant in the Fifth Cavalry 
until his retirement owing to wounds received in the Indian 
campaign of 1879, in aclmowledgement of which service he 
received a letter of thanks and commendation from the State 
Legislature of Colorado and was voted the Congressional 
Medal by Congress. 

The second son, Richard BoUes Paddock, entered the 
service of his country from civil life, went through the Apache 
campaign of 1888, served in Cuba during the Spanish war, 
and died while on duty in China during the Boxer rebellion. 

A third son, Wright Seaman Paddock, died in infancy. 

His beloved wife and devoted companion for almost sixty 
years had also passed over to the heavenly land. 

The final years of his life were a peaceful waiting in a 
sunny harbor for the crossing of the bar. On Friday, Janu- 
ary 21, 1921, with every loving care to wait upon his dying 
breath, he heard the call, sighed gently and closed his eyes. 

On Monday, January 24, after a simple service held in 
his home, brother Masons whose devoted attention throughout 
his life, failed him not at the end, bore him reverently out 
toward the setting sun, where, surrounded by loving friends 
and covered with flowers, he was laid to rest with those who 
had waited long for his coming. 

**And with the mom those angel faces smile, 
Which he has loved long since and lost awhile. '^ 



TRIBUTE TO STEPHEN G. PADDOCK. 

In a Letter of Col. I. H. Elliott to Mrs. H. M. McEee. 

Gedney Farm, 

White Plains, N. Y., 
January 29, 1921. 
Dear Margaret: 

The sad news of the death of your father has just reached 
me. I am sure you already know that he had a high place in 
my esteem, and a secure one in my affection, and I write this 
that you may be reminded that I too, have a share in your 
great sorrow. His going has stirred the memories of my 
whole life, stretching through more than four score years, 
and I am glad to think now that in that long time there was 
never a break in the steadfastness of our friendship. 

Among his many virtues was that of hospitality. You 
know, perhaps, better than I that the door of your old home 
was always wide open to friends and neighbors, and to 
strangers as well. I never admired him more than when at 
some social gathering he devoted himself to that guest who 
seemed most retiring and alone. 

He was a bom naturalist, and reveled in his garden, trees, 
and flowers. I remember his saying that he allowed no one 
to touch his trees, ^^that they knew more about growing up 
in beauty and grandeur than anyone could show them with an 
axe and pruning knife.'' 

Stephen Qt. Paddock was a leader among that notable 
group of men who in the early, as well as later, days made 
our home town conspicuous far and wide for ability, enter- 
prise, and patriotism. His most intense characteristic was 
patriotism. He loved this country of ours, and did what he 
could for its safety and glory. He was what in these days 
would be called a ' * Thoroughbred American. ' ' When the his- 
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tory of Bureau County is properly written its most interest- 
ing page will show that while inferior to many others in area 
and population it furnished a larger sum of money for the 
prosecution of the Civil War, and care for the widows and 
orphans of the soldiers, than any other county in Illinois save 
the County of Cook, and it will also show that this was largely 
brought about by the unceasing efforts of Stephen G. Pad- 
dock who urged on his fellow citizens to the full measure of 
their duty. It was not his only contribution, but he made 
the supreme sacrifice when he gave his two splendid sons to 
his country, and it recalls the closing sentence of the marvel- 
ous letter of President Lincoln to that bereaved and desolate 
mother who lost her five sons in the Civil War. ^*And leave 
you only the cherished memory of the loved and lost, and the 
solemn pride that must be yours to have lain so costly a sacri- 
fice upon the altar of freedom." 

Very truly yours, 

* Isaac H. Elliott. 



• Isaac H. miiott, former Adjutant General of Illinois. 



